
C. S. Lewis Readings 
Study Questions  Name:  _________________________________- 

From "On the Reading of Old Books" 
 
1.  Why do students generally read books (or articles or blog posts or tweets) about old 
books rather than reading the books themselves? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Why does Lewis say that "the amateur" is not in a position to judge a new book? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Why does Lewis say that we should read "books out of our time?" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What does Lewis say about the relationship between doctrinal and devotional books? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  For what cause did Athanasius stand against the world? 
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From "Learning in War Time" 
 
1.  According to Lewis, what is a university? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  From whom do nearly all the references to hell in the New Testament come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What is Lewis's justification for scholarship during the urgent and important matters 
not only of one's country fighting in a war; but also of the millions of people who die 
each day and enter the flames of hell? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What examples does Lewis give of our Lord blessing everyday activities? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  How does the fact that the world is not all Christian make the task of scholarship more 
urgent and important, rather than less so? 
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6.  According to Lewis, what is the outlook of one who does "happy work"? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From "Can Virtue Be Taught?" 
 
1.  Why do parents pray with and teach their children to pray before such children make a 
verbal profession of faith in Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What does the habit of prayer teach us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How do we become what we love? 


